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Early  New  York  Naturalization  Records 
in  the  Emmet  Collection 

With  a  List  of  Aliens  Naturalized  in  New  York  1802-1814 

By  Richard  J.  Wolfe 

The  New  York  Public  Library 

AMONG  the  2,500  miscellaneous  pieces  accompanying  the  Emmet  Col- 
.  lection  upon  its  presentation  to  The  New  York  Public  Library  in  1896 
were  two  manuscript  lists  of  immigrants  naturalized  in  New  York  Colony 
and  New  York  State  between  1740-1769  and  1802-1814  respectively.1  A 
transcript  of  the  earlier  of  these  lists,  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Colony  of  New  York  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  in  London  pursuant  to  Act  13  George  II  ( 1739 )  and  now  among 
the  records  of  the  Colonial  Office  at  the  Public  Record  Office,  was  used  as 
a  prime  source  for  M.  S.  Giuseppi's  Naturalization  of  Foreign  Protestants  in 
the  American  and  West  Indian  Colonies.2  The  later  fist,  containing  the  names 
of  115  aliens  naturalized  in  New  York  City  between  29  October  1802  and 
10  March  1814,  has  remained  unpublished  over  the  years. 

Both  lists  came  to  my  attention  in  the  course  of  work  on  a  revision  of 
Harold  Lancour's  Passenger  Lists  of  Ships  Coming  to  North  America,  1607- 
1825,  a  bibliography  originally  published  by  the  Library  in  May  1937  and 
to  be  reissued  in  a  revised  and  enlarged  form  this  spring.3  In  view  of  the 

1  The  Manuscripts  of  the  Emmett  Collection  number  about  10,800,  and  they  include  one  or  more 
autographs  of  almost  every  man  at  all  distinguished  in  American  affairs  during  the  Revolution  as 
well  as  a  number  of  earlier  colonial  documents  and  letters  of  more  recent  date.  The  collection 
was  presented  to  The  New  York  Public  Library  in  1896  by  John  S.  Kennedy.  The  Library 
published  a  calendar  of  the  Collection  in  1900;  this  was  reissued  in  facsimile  in  1959.  Some 
Emmet  manuscripts  of  historical  interest  not  described  in  the  published  calendar  can  be  found 
listed  in  "Manuscript  Collections  ...  in  the  Lenox  Building,"  Bulletin  of  The  New  York  Public 
Library  v  (1901)  306-336  (the  present  documents  on  323). 

The  Library  classification  for  the  two  documents  in  question  is:  New  York,  Colony  and  State. 
Naturalization  statistics,  giving  names,  etc.,  of  persons  naturalized,  1740-1769;  also  a  list  giving 
names,  etc.,  of  immigrants,  1802-1814.  24  pp.  N.  Y.  F°. 

2  Volume  24  of  The  Publications  of  The  Huguenot  Society  of  London  ( Manchester  1921 )  p  30- 
40.  The  list  was  printed  there  in  a  rearranged  form  and  frequently  omits  essential  information 
such  as  occupations  and  names  of  witnesses  present  on  the  Emmet  MS.  Because  of  this  and 
obvious  errors  of  spelling  and  transcription,  plans  are  under  way  to  republish  the  1740-1769 
list  based  on  the  Emmet  MS  in  an  appropriate  genealogical  magazine. 

3  In  spite  of  its  delimiting  tide,  the  Lancour  bibliography  is  not  restricted  to  passenger  lists 
alone.  In  reality,  it  contains  citations  to  all  known  published  lists  of  immigrants  to  North  America 
before  1825  found  in  a  variety  of  sources,  including  naturalization  records,  ration  lists,  records 
of  indenture,  parish  registers,  "protocols"  (visa  permits)  of  foreign  lands,  lists  of  entry  kept  at 
American  ports,  and  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  as  well  as  passenger  lists. 
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obvious  importance  of  such  source  records  to  genealogists  and  historians 
alike  and  because  of  the  desirability  of  indexing  the  1802-1814  list  in  the 
Lancour  revision,  it  is  published  here. 

This  list  was  undoubtedly  compiled  in  consequence  of  the  act  passed  on 
14  April  1802  (2  Stat.  L.,  153)  which  repealed  the  stringent  naturalization 
law  of  1798  (1  Stat.  L.,  566)  and  reenacted  the  main  provisions  of  the  law 
of  1795  ( 1  Stat.  L.,  414),  the  second  naturalization  law  of  the  United  States. 
The  conditions  required  for  naturalization  under  this  statute  were  fourfold: 
( 1 )  that  the  alien  declare  under  oath  before  the  Supreme  Court,  a  district 
or  circuit  court,  or  a  court  of  one  of  the  states  or  territories  Ins  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  and  renounce  all  allegiance  to  a  foreign  power;  (2)  that 
he  swear  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  (3)  that  he 
renounce  any  hereditary  title  or  orders  of  nobility  in  the  kingdom  or  state 
from  which  he  came;  (4)  that  the  court  admitting  the  alien  be  satisfied 
that  he  had  resided  in  the  United  States  for  at  least  five  years  and  within 
the  state  or  territory  where  such  court  was  held  for  a  period  of  at  least  one 
year.  The  act  also  prescribed  a  few  simple  modes  and  forms  for  registering 
aliens  applying  for  naturalization.  The  law  remained  in  force  for  one  hun- 
dred and  four  years.  It  was  modified  in  1804  (2  Stat.  L.,  292),  in  1816 
(3  Stat.  L.,  258)  and  in  1824  (  4  Stat.  L.,  69)  and  amended  in  1813.  The  act 
passed  on  30  July  1813  (3  Stat.  L.,  53)  permitted  naturalization  of  persons 
who  were  living  in  this  country  prior  to  18  June  1812  and  who  had  made 
declarations  of  intention  or  were  otherwise  entitled  to  naturalization,  though 
according  to  existing  law  they  were  alien  enemies  at  the  time.  There  was 
no  federal  supervision  of  naturalization  under  these  laws.  Each  court  admin- 
istered the  law  according  to  its  own  interpretation  and  even  designed  its 
own  form  for  records  it  was  charged  to  keep.  The  law  of  1802  specified 
that  such  records  were  to  contain  birthplace,  age,  nation,  and  allegiance  of 
each  alien,  together  with  the  country  from  which  he  or  she  migrated  and 
the  place  of  his  or  her  intended  settlement.  It  was  not  until  the  passage  of 
the  Naturalization  Act  of  29  June  1906  (  34  Stat.  L.,  596),  setting  up  the 
Bureau  of  Immigration  and  Naturalization,  that  Congress  enacted  uniform 
rules  and  forms  for  the  naturalization  of  aliens  throughout  the  United  States. 
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